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quite reasonable. The India Office copy on the other hand discusses 
Just after description the accession that his father had no child and he 
had to go to Khwaja Moinuddin Chishti’s tomb. This abrupt 
diversion does not seem logical. This is observed at other places 
also. 
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This important and interesting information is not found in 
the manuscript of the India Office Library. 


3. The length and weight of the “Chain of Justice” ‘ Ww Ei ; 
as described in the Khuda Bakhsh manuscript are 40 gaz and ten 
mounds respectively as described in the following words: 


FALE te tbs tS buy ign 
WSL Lr SS 4 Alas fret, in Sf 
(Fol.10b) “2*Loos! 


While the India Office copy records the length as 30 gaz and 
weight as 14 mounds. 


Difference in Dates 


The Khuda Bakhsh copy gives the date of Jahangir’s 


accession to the throne as 20 Jamadiul Awwal, 1014 AH: which is as 
follows: 


Lp Ah i E Solel Jou ola 7 Ge" 
(Pababse Gt oF Sleetinurein! ieobhert 
(Fol.2a) “parti re5 Sis 


While India Office copy records 20 Jamadius Sani 1014 A.H. 


Style 


In the Khuda Bakhsh copy we find that Jahangir has adopted 
a very good method of expression and a beautiful style of writing, 
which leads to believe that he was a scholar-statesman. This can be 
seen specially in the paragraph at the beginning of the work, which 
has already been quoted: above. Actually, every page provides 
example of such a good style of writing. 
2. Moreover, Khuda Bakhsh copy contains a sequential! 
account of historical events. For instance the description ot 
coronation ceremony foHows the narration of accession which is 
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Historical Events: 

Some historical events as described in Khuda Bakhsh copy 
are not available in India Office copy. For example when Jahangir 
ascended the royal throne of Agra he ordered the courtiers to 
organize a ceremonial programme in the court. This programme was 
organised in a very splendid manner with lighting arrangement of 
‘Shama’. The court was beautifully decorated. This has been 
described in detail in two pages of the work. A few lines are as 
follows: ae . 

Ploytebtet.c teri LipycFpsue” 

hats sii aaa e Fri S Lick Rests 

wel pir ESAS Les Bs bs C7 lirss's Un wr 

SUD SCN eee Spor TTS sts 

Sh zsh 4. BrP Ube bsp Sei Pa bs 7, 

SU ssc I Mest sO SLAs BUY bs ei) 

“Soe Py sliee Sart rhe Zia 

(Fol.2b-3b) 

2; In Khuda Bakhsh copy of the Jahangir Namah we find a 
detailed and useful account of some holy places of India such as 
Banaras, Mathura and Gawalior in addition to Agra. Further the 
copy contains special mention of the temples built by the emperor 
Akbar in these places along with expenses incurred on their 
construction with special reference to Mansingh’s temple of 
Banaras. A few lines are as follows: 


oar Cr Sours ils Llp Siew et Hr” 
Sly prolig7G3 eet. wh Fy SUE T Nase Sel 
ol BSS nS 7usirs...Ln Si Secypr 
Cer bors» btw; Sse dese wlan ts 
SEIS hen SA iE veh Ct tears 
eo Bie} pn MITA SUT A 
(Fol. 7b-8b) “p32 UT Fags 
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A.H. by the renowned scribe of the time, Mohammad Momin better 
known as Katib Shirazi as it is clearly mentioned in the colophon of 
the manuscript. 

Moreover, the first page of the work contains an autograph 
note by Mohammad Sultan (d.1087AH/1676AD), the eldest son of 
the Emperor Aurangzeb who says that this work, composed by the 
emperor himself, was seized from the library of Qutbul Mulk at 
Hyderabad. This note is testifted to by a seal of prince which is dated 
1067AH/1656AD (see library catalogue Vol.VIII, page 58). 

Below is a comparative study of the Khuda Bakhsh copy 

with other known copies edited by Muhammad Hashim and Henry 
Beveridge (English translation) to throw light on the content, 
description of events and style of narration which are quite different 
from others. 
Beginning: This KBL copy contains a very good and excellent 
beginning in which he praises The Almighty - ALLAH and the 
Prophet Muhammad (Be Peace Upon Him). Then he mentions the 
verses of the Holy Quran relating to the work which starts as 
follows: 

eM ais ALS Wore Frente” 

eA SB BS SosuhrzsS lance oa Wigner 

Cal SI Pa i Pog W ii Ot rOIMLSCLY 

ssa FB ali Shinh isp Beye E tL 

oF ade NS Jobe ISLS SUSI LL 

ss col Ioble SLO AL A Be oe 


(Fol.1b) “lense 


The India Office copy (305) lacks such a preface and begins with 
the following: 


Wale PTE jy IF PL ete lee 
ahs Jeeta SB ibn 2 Aolg wip Ayer 
(Fol. 1a) ‘pet eek 


eae 
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Jahangir Namah — A Comparative Study 


- By Dr.Md.Atiqur Rahman 


Among the various copies of the Jahangir Namah, printed or 
otherwise, an extremely valuable and rare manuscript copy is 
preserved in the Khuda Bakhsh Library, Patna. This copy is dated 
1020 A.H. and contains accounts, more or less, for the first three 
years of Jahangir’s reign. 

It happens to be the earliest, dated copy of the Tuzuk-i- 
Jahangiri/Emperor’s memoirs and appears to offer rather a detailed 
and authentic account of the events of the first 27 months of his 
reign. It ends, however abruptly, with the mention of Khusrau’s 
revolt. 

The most talked about copy of the work preserved in India 
Office Library, London (No.305) is not dated. However, it was 
presumed to be scribed two or three years after the death of Jahangir 
i.e. 1040 A.H. Recently this manuscript was published from Iran as 
edited by Muhammad Hashim. 

The English version “Memories of Jahangir” translated by 
Alexander Rogers and edited by Henry Beveridge is based on the 
well-known edition which Sayyid Ahmad printed at Ghazipur in 
1863 and at Aligarh in 1864. According to Muhammad Hashim, the 
above Scholar, Rogers’ translation is based on the above mentioned 
copy of India Office. 

One manuscript-copy of the Jahangir Namah recently 
acquired by the Khuda Bakhsh Library is identical with the copy of 
the India Office Library. The manuscript is not dated, apparently 
belonging to 12" century A.H. It is defective at the end. 

The Khuda Bakhsh manuscript, containing three ycars 
version appears to be unique in content and style of narration. One of 
the most important features of the Khuda Bakhsh manuscript is that 
it was transcribed in the sixth year of Jahangir’s reign ie. in 1020 


Xi 
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dynasty of Golconda, who succeeded Muhammad Quli Shah in 
A.H.1020 = A.D.1611, bearing the date A.H.1020. This seal also 
shows that the space left blank in the colophon for the insertion of 
the name of the king, for whose library the Ms. was written, should 
have been filled in with that monarch's name. To the left of the seal 
of Muhammad Qutub Shah is the seal of “Abd Ullah Qutub Shah, 
the sixth king of that dynasty. 

The Ms. Is written In minute Nasta‘lig, within gold-ruled 
borders, with an illuminated head-piece and a double-page floral 
“Unwan. 

Some folios towards the end are misplaced : the right order 
seems to be foll.112, 117, 113-116, 118-119". The catch-words of 
these folios are wanting’. Fol!l. 56-119 are placed in new margins. 
_ There are several “Ard-didahs on the last page, one of which is 
| dated A.H.1068. 

— Maulavi Abdul Muqtadir (Khan Sahib) 


¢ 


Source: Catalogue of (he Arabic & Persian Mss in Khuda Bakhsh O.P Library, 
Patna Vol.VIl, pp.54-59. 


* Misplaced folios have been made In order in this reproduction. 


: * Catch-words on these folios are by some later hand which are not correctly 
assigned. (Editor) 


aoe 
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note on the title-page of the Ms., written by Prince Muhammad 
Sultan (d.A.H.1087 = A.D.1676), the eldest son of Aurangzeb. The 
prince says that this book, calied Jahangir Namah, composed by the 
emperor himself, was seized from the library of Qutb-ul-Mulk, at 
Haydarabad. The note runs thus:- 


War tlad a FW? Sot A ey 
ub fz SM Bott eG 

The note is testified to by a seal of the prince, dated 
A.H.1067 (A.0.1656). The prince, then, must have taken possession 
of this valuable Ms. in the 29th year of Shah Jahan's reign, when he 
took and plundered Golconda. The same title is also given in the 
illuminated head-piece. Other titles assigned to these Memoirs, 
whether the genuine or the spurious, are ute bt (Tarikh-i-Salim 
Shahi), yt Gt (Tarikh-i-Salimi), ut et Ay G4 
(Tarikh-i-Jahangir Namah-i-Salimi), SARS (Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri), 
Node ely (Waqi'at-i-Jahangiri), Ale wtb (Kar 
Namah-i-Jahangiri), SA UG (Maqalat-i-Jahangiri) and also Jbl 
wt (Iqbal Namah). 

The colophon bearing the date of transcription of the copy 
runs thus:- 


Sp teh aires dsl anil 16 
5 PWG LO ab! Ww 2 ABI Sat Fads 7 P 
ot OTE! LH OWA oft ILL lawl G ALF GA I 


eth y fe UI Ces ei SP 

The last figure of the date has been changed to "9". This 

would have passed unobserved but for the seal (on the title-page) of 
Sultan Muhammad Qutub Shah, the fifth king of the Qutub Shahi 
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ix 
says, took place on the 11th of Sha'ban, A.H.1017:- 
peu Palig Pattee Moet 3 atin 
AI Nall ste Ses Doles sal UG ysz ot pS 05 li 
oP us Sorel it eel Ly 


Again, on fol.106a, while incidentally alluding to an 
occurrence which took place in Kashmir, whither he had 
accompanied his father on the occasion of his first visit to that place, 
he says that at the time of writing he was in his fortieth year:- 


Eudutedork heute edt ssh 
Pees 


After a short preface, devoted to the praise of God and the 
Prophet, the royal author begins the history with the date of his 
accession to the throne, Thursday, the 8th of Jumada IL, AJH.1014 = 
A.D.1605. The work is very largely devoted to the rebellion of 
Khusrau; but references to Akbat are not infrequent. After the 
account of Khusrau's imprisonment and his mother's death, the king 
praises Keshu for his diligent and loyal services, and then the 
narrative suddenly oloses with mention of the practice of Akbar 
his officers of discharging guns on the first day of every month:- 


J3Si§ Lp arn I stale? Js) SS sheets 


and 


JEL IOUS MII, sels wl24 UT sot SL tl 
WAS eS hs py Oe ft by sce p 
wrt AIbs 7 Assen dl thee Jy sty 

Copies of this work are mentioned in Ethe, Bod!. Lib. 


Catalogue, No.222, J.Aumer, p.93; and Ethe, India Office Lib. 
Catalogue, NO.309. See also Elliot, Hisotry of India, vol.vi, 9.260. 


The title which | have prefixed to this notice appears in a 
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like. Major David Price, who took the Spurious text for a genuine 
production, translated it for the Oriental Translation Committee, 
under the title of "Memoirs of the Emperor Jehangir, written by 
himself, and translated from a Persian Manuscript”, London, 1829. it 
is much to be regretted that this version should have obtained so 
much currency and credit in Europe, A very old copy of the spurious 
Memoirs, dated A.H.1040, i.e. three years after the death of 
Jahangir, is preserved in the Library of the Royal Asiatic Society, 
London, and is described by Morley in his Descriptive Catalogue, 
p.112. This early dated copy establishes the fact that the text was in 
existence soon after the death of Jahangir. If it owes its existence to 
Shah Jahan, which is very possible, the emperor's intention must 
have been that it should supersede the authentic text, which in the 
annals of the seventeenth year, contains very severe reproaches 
against him as Prince Khurram. The differences between the 
authentic and the spurious texts were first pointed out by S.de Sacy 
in the Journal des Savans, 1830, pp.359 and 430, and then by 
Morley, loc. cit., and lastly, in the most exhaustive manner, by Sir 
Henry Elliot and Prof.Dowson, in their History of India, vol.vi., 
pp.251-391, where copious extracts are given from both texts. 

The present work, which, as has been noted, was written by 
Jahangir in the third year of his reign, is the text on which the 
spurious Memoirs are based. A comparison of this text with the 
spurious Memoirs (No.558)" shows a close agreement, apart from 
the exaggerations which have already been mentioned. Another 
point of disagreement Is the number of verses. The spurious 
Memoirs contain a much larger number than the authentic text. 

This shorter work brings down the annals only to the third 
year of Jahangir's reign, A.H.1017=A.D.1608, when he had reached 
the age of forty. On fol. 34b the royal author refers to Prince 
Parwiz's marriage with the daughter of Mirza Rustum, which, he 
* See Calalogue of Arabic & Persian Mes. In Khuda Bakheh O.P. Library, Patna 
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to be bound, and copies to be distributed to the officers of his 
dominions. The first copy was presented to Shah Jahan:- 


Ohara! we ws tk w~ uz IATL wily es UZ 
wp Sh Blak LiJiri Jv o3J133 of! Seo) & wb 
H oe . < 5 wo 
et SP wh J ath 2h EY) aclh SE UH « Sav 27 

4 . - 

als ak 2h jsp- be a? Bins ae cole Ola 
Lip Soe Sot P Ng ost» Prt aes 2d Eolas 
usp ery (lar Jt olsi) aI Z Als! SOR 
tev spulp Pub sbst obs SeFP3 0b Bon 

Attention was first called to this part of the Jahangir Namah 
by James Anderson, who translated and published some extracts 
from it In the Asiatic Miscellany (vol.ii,, pp.71 and 172), Calcutta, 
1786, and other portions were subsequently given by Francis 
Gladwin in his History of Hindustan, vol.i., p.96. 

The other text of the Mémoirs, generally rejected as 
spurious, records events down to the fifteenth year of the reign, 
A.H.1029 = A.0.1619. A copy of it, No.558’, is noticed infra. It gives 
very few dates, and is without much regard to order. The 
descriptions of property, gold and silver work and jewels, the 
number of horses, elephants, etc., and the cost of buildings, have all 
been amazingly exaggerated. It contains stories of Hindu jugglers, 
magical performances and sleight of hand, such as would hardly be 
expected from an Imperial pen. It is lacking in historical precision, 
and omits many things that ought to have formed part of the 
narrative. The authentic Memoirs, on the other hand, are written in 
chronological order, the events of the reign being narrated year by 
year. The style is simple and inornate, and there are no silly stories 


of Hindu juggters, nor extravagant descriptions of jewels and the 
Oe 
* Soo Catalogue of Arabic & Persian Mes. In Khuda Bakhsh O.P. Library, Paina 
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(A.H.1131-1161 = A.D.1719-1748), it was re-edited by Muhammad 
Hadi, who brought down the history to the end of the reign, and 
added an introduction containing the history of Jahangir from his 
birth to his accession. The whole of this work was published by 
Sayyid Ahrnad, under the title of Toozuk-i-Jehangeeree, Ally Gurh, 
1864. A Hindustani translation of it, entitled SA SG a7 . by 
Sayyid Ahmad “Ali of Rampur, has lately been lithographed in the 
Nizami Press, Kanpur, A.H.1291. Jahangir himself, in the annals of 
the seventeenth year (printed edition, p.352), says that Mu'tamad 
Khan, who had been employed in writing the history of his reign, 
was ordered to continue the annals from the date up to which 
Jahangir had written them, and to place the narrative at the end of 
the emperor's rough copy. He was further instructed to write them in 
the form of a diary, which, after the emperor's correction, was to be 
transcribed in a fair copy:- 


Sa LET wale eal fee HUG Sea 
bose ells i Ob ote F ob /bsolelp Slade 2 
sad iF BF ME wet LEIS Eat Spr) Pas) al O0s 
art tin Aa? blr of tot sly Poof abr tin 
Shiai aie 


Another issue of the authentic text, which brings down the 
narrative to the end of the twelfth year of the reign, is noticed in 
Rieu, i., p.253. Shah Nawaz Khan, in his preface to the 
Ma‘asir-ul-Umara, states that the Jahangir Namah, written by the 
emperor himself, did not extend beyond the twelfth year. This 
statement proves that he had no knowledge of the continuation of 
the Memoirs. In the annals of the thirteenth year (printed edition, 
p.239) it is said that when the Memoirs of the first twelve years had 
been completed, and a fair copy transcribed, Jahangir ordered them 
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JAHANGIR NAMAH 


foll. 119; lines 12; size6.5x4;4.5x2 
Memoirs of the emperor Jahangir. 
This exceedingly valuable Ms., dated Haydarabad, 
Dul-hijjah, A.H. 1020 (A.0.1611), i.e. the sixth year of Jahangir's 
ia reign, is the oldest extant copy of the earliest version of the 
} emperor's Memoirs — the version he wrote in the third year of his 
; reign as a sketch which should afterwards be amplified into a more 
complete work. 
Beginning: 
Mas” (ed paid Ak SS ct F recta 
1d O19 VSG bles ell , Stile Ge SS 9999 39 (Sloe, cer 
PP sz S07 s CEliot, vol.vi., p.264, wrongly reads =-lt-4) elk. 
wed lho Wes ae pebeb se /Eb ult SBI C23) 
wt iP 
There are two well-known texts of Jahangir's Memoirs. 
which, though differing from each other, more or less, based on the 


present work. One of them, unanimously admitted to have been 


q 


written by the emperor himself, covers the period from his accession 
to the seventeenth year of his reign. it was continued under his 
supervision by Mu'tamad Khan to the beginning of the nineteenth 
year. Subsequently, during the time of Muhammad Shah 


Vv 
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Foreword 


Khuda Bakhsh Library brings out its rare manuscripts 
so as to invite attention of scholars for their information and 
further research. This is the oldest known copy of Jahangir 
Namah a Persian manuscript dated A.H.1020 (A.D.161 1) 
before you with the earliest version of Jahangir’s memoirs 

| written by the Emperor himself. There are various copies of 
memoirs of Jahangir with variant titles available at different 
places. The present copy covers less than three years period of 
Jahangir’s reign yet it is very important being the only extant 
copy which also bears royal seals. 

The facsimile edition of the manuscript is published 
with an introduction extracted from the catalogue of the Arabic 
and Persian Manuscripts in thé Khuda Bakhsh Oriental Public 
Library, prepared by Maulvi Abdul Mugtadir, vol. 7. A note by 
Dr.Mohd.Atiqur Rahman, Keeper of the Manuscript Collection 

of K.B.Library is also added. He has compared this manuscript 
| with Rogers’ translation based on the copy of India Office 
: Library, London and highlighted some of the very significant 
{ points. 
| We hope this publication may prompt some scholar to 
! make an intensive study of the available copies of Jahangir 
i Namah. It will be useful if some one translates it into English 
to facilitate orientalists. A list of words, not legible in the 


reproduction, typed from the original is 


appended for 
convenience. 


H.R. Chighani 
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